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With appreciation to the members of the Parents Auxiliary for our holiday 
decorations, and for the many contributions they make to the Miller School 

community throughout the year.
~

Photo: Bradley Bodager

Greetings from Miller School of Albemarle!  Our students and faculty have returned from Spring Break, a wonderful respite 
from the winter season, with energy and enthusiasm for the remainder of our year.  Our winter session was filled with fun and 
excitement, including fantastic basketball seasons for all teams with the junior varsity and girls teams winning their confer-
ence championships; the boys varsity team came in second in a hotly contested two-point game.  School spirit was evident at 
every home game and at away competitions.  We thank all of our fans for outstanding support and sportsmanship.

Our winter musical production of West Side Story showcased the singing and dancing talents of a large cast as well as the hard 
work and organization of the technical and stage crews.  The performances were exceptional and enabled students to share a 
long winter’s effort with hundreds of spectators.

One of the promising aspects of Spring Break is that when students return to campus, temperatures (usually) warm, the grass 
begins to green, spring sports begin, and a sense of optimism hangs in the air.   However, that same optimism permeates our 
community throughout the entire year.  Having the privilege to be with so many bright, hardworking teenagers underscores 
the joy of being at Miller School of Albemarle.  So when you have a free afternoon, come to campus to observe these ener-
getic, enthusiastic young people.  We guarantee that they will infect you with their effervescent approach to life on the Hill, 
make you smile, and show you how a community supports the individual.

We extend our heartfelt thanks to all of you and hope to see you on campus soon on one of these gorgeous spring days.

         Sincerely,

         Rick France      
                                 Headmaster
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News in Brief
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Service: Helping the Victims of Hurricane Sandy
The service program at Miller School of Albemarle has 
always been a very important part of each student’s 
educational experience.  This fall after “Super Storm 
Sandy” hit the northeast coast, our students wanted to 
help the families impacted by this storm.  Students made 
fleece blankets for the children and adults in storm-
affected areas.  The MSA Senior Class, Junior Class, 
and  Parents Auxiliary donated funds to purchase 
the fleece fabric. With the help of our service groups 
seventeen blankets were completed.  The blankets were 
taken to Gleaning For The World in Concord, VA, where 
they were then delivered to the recovering families.  
Thank you students for all your help with this wonderful 
project!  

-Project Sponsor Catherine Mummau

MSA History Teacher Wins Essay Competition

History teacher Rob Wyllie recently won Telos 
Press’s annual graduate student essay contest.   His 
essay “Origins of Critical Theory in Kierkegaard” 
will be published in the press’s quarterly publica-
tion Telos, a leading philosophy and politics journal.  
Wyllie will also provide a series of short essays for 
the press’s website.  Wyllie, who wrote his master’s 
thesis at the University of Virginia on the nineteenth 
century Danish philosopher Kierkegaard, teaches 
Modern European History at MSA.  His winning es-
say engages many of the major figures in twentieth 
century European intellectual history, arguing that 
they have misread Kierkegaard.

Students Represent MSA in Recitation Contests
Sophomore Marta Regn won MSA’s 2013 school-wide 
Poetry Out Loud competition and went on to deliver spot- 
on recitations of “The Death of an Allegory” by Billy 
Collins and “Israfel” by Edgar Allan Poe for this year’s 
regional competition in Richmond. Though Marta did not 
win, she was highly commended for reciting two very dif-
ficult poems of over thirty lines each.  Ms. John, Miller 
School librarian, and English teacher Mr. Ross agreed, 
“Marta nailed both poems. She clearly has a knack for in-
habiting the voice of the writer. Hopefully, next year will 
be the charm.” 

Meanwhile, west of the mountains, senior Elias Hub-
bard represented Miller School of Albemarle in the Eng-
lish Speaking Union’s Shakespeare recitation contest at 
Blackfriar’s Theatre in Staunton, Virginia.  Said Mr. Ross, 
“Elias chose to recite Sonnet 121 and the Act 3, Scene 1 
soliloquy of Hamlet.  The judges specifically commented 
on his impressive range of emotion.”  Incidentally, Mill-
er’s participation in this contest grows out of the English 
department’s tradition of all grades studying a Shake-
speare play during the month of January.  

Geography Student Travels to State Competition
After winning the school competition held during 
WWOWW, MSA eighth grade student Max Collins 
(above) of Staunton, VA, recorded an exceptional score on 
the standardized test portion of the contest and earned the 
honor of representing MSA at the state level of the National 
Geographic Bee on April 5 in Farmville, VA.

MSA Virtuoso Wins First Prize in Music Competition
While his talent is well known to everyone at MSA, Hyug 
‘Edward’ Her is now sharing it with the greater Charlot-
tesville community.  Edward recently participated in the 
Wednesday Music Club’s 2013 Music Scholarship Com-
petition, where his performance of Chopin’s Etude Op. 10 
No. 4 earned First Prize in the 9-11th Grade High School 
Piano Division.



2013 Rotary Awards
Juniors Rachel Odumu and Chris Wenger 
were awarded the 2013 Rotary International 
Certificates of Merit for their excellence 
in leadership, academics, athletics, and 
community service.  Rachel and Chris were 
both asked to give brief remarks at a Rotary 
dinner in September.  They were then able to 
hear an inspiring talk by Dr. Kathy Thorton 
(pictured above with Rachel and Chris), a 
former astronaut with four space flights.    

News in Brief
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Quarantine Author Visits MSA
On Friday March 22 during the Festival of 
the Book, MSA hosted bestselling author Lex 
Hrabe, of the writing team Lex Thomas, to dis-
cuss his novel Quarantine: The Loners, the first 
of a trilogy series.  Speaking to a packed assem-
bly of students, many with copies of his book in 
hand, Hrabe recounted his childhood in Char-
lottesville, his studies as an English-Drama ma-
jor at UVA, and his subsequent work as an as-
piring screenwriter in Los Angeles.  Describing 
the disappointments of hearing the “easy NO” 
in response to screenplays and scripts, Hrabe 
encouraged the students to keep following their 
passions and not be discouraged by setbacks.  
Following his remarks, Hrabe responded to 
questions about his writing regimen and the 
process of now writing a screenplay for the up-
coming movie adaptation of Quarantine: The 
Loners.  Many students, including Lydie Holt 
and Zoe Evans above, enjoyed having their 
own copies of Quarantine signed by Hrabe fol-
lowing the program.

MSA Continues to Build International Student Body
The Miller School of Albemarle has benefited from the interna-
tional students who have attended MSA over the past few de-
cades.  This year, our international population is a vibrant and di-
verse global community.  We have international students in grades 
8 through 12 representing thirteen countries: Brazil, Canada, the 
Cayman Islands, China, Germany, Guatemala, Hong Kong, Mex-
ico, Russia, Spain, South Korea, Taiwan, and Vietnam.
On October 22, Headmaster Rick France and Director of Insti-
tutional Advancement Bradley Bodager embarked on a trip to 
Asia.  Mr. France and Mr. Bodager visited Beijing, Shanghai, and 
Seoul.  Mr. Bodager continued on to Hong Kong, Vietnam, and 
Thailand for meetings with current MSA parents and prospec-
tive students and their families.  Hosting Bell Tower receptions in 
Beijing, Shanghai, and Seoul, Mr. France and Mr. Bodager were 
grateful for the warm reception they received and were pleased to 
have the time for conversations with many current MSA parents 
and parents of alumni.
Mr. France and Mr. Sam Hale, MSA Director of Admission, will 
be traveling to Brazil in April for visits with current parents and 
for meetings with prospective families in the São Paolo region.  

Students Win Awards in Rotary Speech Competition
On February 4, three MSA juniors participated in an annual speech 
contest sponsored by the Rotary Club of Charlottesville and Rotary 
International.  The theme of the contest was “Peace Through Ser-
vice.” Orion Bloom of Faber, VA, took second place. He will rep-
resent the Charlottesville chapter in the area level competition on 
April 6 in Fredericksburg, VA.  Ursala Nelson and Aryeh Enoch 
tied for third.  All three earned prizes and received extensive feed-
back from the panel of judges.  

Clockwise from top left: Mr. Bodager talks with Mr. Zhizhong Wang, P’14, at the Bell 
Tower Reception in Shanghai; Mr. France addresses the gathering in Shanghai; Mr. 
France and Mr. Eunho Hwang in Seoul; Mr. France speaks with prospective parents at 
The Association of Boarding Schools fair in Seoul, South Korea.



2012 Samuel Miller Memorial Medal
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awarded to Duane H. Zobrist
On Friday, September 14, 2012, Duane H. 
Zobrist, Esq., was awarded the Samuel Miller 
Memorial Medal at the Miller School of Al-
bemarle. 
For over sixty years, Zobrist has been a reg-
istered Scout or a leader supporting the Boy 
Scouts of America.  His many roles have in-
cluded Executive Board member and Presi-
dent of the Stonewall Jackson Area Council.  
Known to youth throughout Charlottesville 
and the surrounding counties for his “wildlife 
classroom,” Zobrist is also an expert falconer 
promoting protection of Eagles and other 
birds of prey. His legendary Golden Eagle 
“Hera” is well known to thousands of youth 
in our community. Over the past decades, 
he has touched the lives of numerous young 
people by introducing them to the wonders of 
nature and the outdoors. Zobrist emphasizes 
the importance of respect for our complex 
physical environment, its protection, and its 
promotion. 
MSA senior and Eagle Scout Chris Keeling 
introduced Mr. Zobrist, sharing the impact 
Mr. Zobrist had on his own scouting experi-
ence: “Before becoming a Boy Scout, I have 
to confess that I only remember a select few 
parts of being a Cub Scout.  Of the few mem-
ories, one that I vividly remember was when 
one of the Boy Scout board members came to

our troop with his eagle. With it he taught 
us about the bird and the ways of scouting. 
Lining us up, he explained how an eagle, al-
though a large bird, manages to fly through 
the trees while searching for prey.  When 
he had concluded, he went on to release the 
eagle which in turned swooped and weaved 
by each of us prey-sized lower schoolers. He 
definitively got our attention.  This man was 
Mr. Zobrist.” 
The Samuel Miller Memorial Medal recog-
nizes sustained and substantive leadership 
contributions focused on area youth, and we 
are pleased to honor Mr. Zobrist’s extensive 
work in this area with the 2012 award.  

Chris Keeling and Mr. and Mrs. Zobrist
Photos by Dominique  Attaway

Top: Mr. Duane Zobrist
Above: Chris Keeling, MSA ‘13



C o m m u n i t y  E v e n t s
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On February 28, 2013, Miller School of Albemarle stu-
dents and faculty participated in a Farmington Hunt Club 
fixture on MSA’s rolling 1,600-acre campus.  MSA was 
pleased to use our historic tract for this educational oppor-
tunity honoring the rural tradition of this part of Albemarle 
County.  

Starting from the Upper Meadow with its view across to 
the Blue Ridge Mountains encased in snow and moving 
clouds, the group of over forty riders followed the hounds 
past Old Main, across the majority of the Miller tract, and 
along its adjoining areas.  

The day’s ride afforded the riders varied terrain with jumps, 
drops, water hazards, and numerous gallop runs.  MSA stu-
dents in hunt attire and dressed out mounts enjoyed riding 
along and serving as hosts for the delicious hunt breakfast 
that was presented by the MSA dining service at the over-
look point of the Upper Meadow. 

-Bradley Bodager, Vice President

awarded to Duane H. Zobrist

Above: MSA seniors Alyssa Fickley and Angel Detender
Below: MSA senior Beau Wilson

Photos this page by Tom PallanteMSA Equestrian Team
hosts Farmington Hunt Club



Right: MSA Students line up to see Mrs. Elizabeth Brann explain the hunt
Photos on this page by Tom Pallante

Scenes from Upper Meadow on opposite page by Dominique Attaway



Right: MSA Students line up to see Mrs. Elizabeth Brann explain the hunt
Photos on this page by Tom Pallante

Scenes from Upper Meadow on opposite page by Dominique Attaway



A New Look for Old Books
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The Miller School of Albemarle library plays an im-
portant role in the day-to-day life of the students.  It 
offers a place to study and research, work on group 
projects, read, pass the time between classes, and 
watch YouTube videos of last night’s basketball 
game.  It would be easy to argue that the MSA library 
has seen more excitement in the past school year than 
most school libraries see in a decade.  

MSA’s Library Continues to Evolve under the Direction of New Librarian Lea John

Lea John came to MSA from Seattle, Washington, 
where she earned her Master of Library Information 
Science degree at The University of Washington’s In-
formation School.  She has a background in public li-
braries, nonprofit organizations, and youth program 
management. Here she discusses her vision for the 
MSA library and the work that has been completed 
this year.



A New Look for Old Books

A c a d e m i c s
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and encouragement of the Miller community, 
would enable me to continue to develop the library 
in a positive way. 

I immediately saw that the library was the social 
epicenter of the school. My goal was to ensure the 
library was not only a place for students to con-
gregate but also a place in which they could fulfill 
their research and study needs.  There were a num-
ber of changes that needed to be made to the library 
in order for it to reach its full potential, including 
both cosmetic and content improvements. 

Many people had a hand in getting the process of li-
brary enhancements off the ground.  Wendy Smith, 
mother of 2010 MSA graduate Putney Smith, gen-
erously gave her time and expertise early on in the 
process.  Her suggestions helped make the decision 
to repaint the library a bright blue and soft yellow, 
altering the entire mood of the room.  The hard 
work and patience of the MSA maintenance staff 
was much appreciated during this process.  

During the physical “face-lift” I was working be-
hind the scenes to process the collection of books 
and other media in an effort to determine what 
was a good fit for the current curriculum and what 
needed to be added.  Many of the books that were 
outdated and no longer relevant were moved to 
the fourth floor lounge, and quite a few more were 
donated to the local public library.  The art and 
science books were moved to the art and science 
buildings as “satellite collections” providing easier 
access to more relevant texts.  A new catalog sys-
tem has been purchased and will provide access to 
the collection online.  A number of online databases 
have also been added to the collection to improve 
research opportunities. 

A school library is a place that should continue to 
evolve with both the curriculum and technology.  I 
see it as the place where students can do research 
for their history paper but also explore their per-
sonal interests.  One of my major goals is to give 
every student the tools to navigate the wealth of 
information at their fingertips and identify what 
can be used to their advantage.   The MSA library 
has always been a place where students can come 
to feel comfortable outside of the classroom, and 
as the responsibilities of the library change and 
evolve it will continue to play this important role in 
the lives of the students. 

-MSA Librarian Lea John 

MSA’s Library Continues to Evolve under the Direction of New Librarian Lea John

When I came to the Miller School of Albemarle in the 
fall, I did not realize what big shoes I had to fill.  Dai-
ly I hear about longtime MSA librarian Mrs. Connie 
Gilchrist Dickenson’s generous and loving character, 
and it is very evident that her ability to connect with 
both students and faculty made a meaningful impact 
on the Miller community.  I just hoped that my experi-
ences and education, combined with the support 
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On Friday, September 21, MSA juniors boarded a 
charter bus for a field trip to Colonial Williamsburg. 
Despite the early departure time, students were excited 
to  have an in-depth guided tour of the revolutionary era 
restored city. Upon arriving, the first stop was at Great 
Hopes Plantation, a complex on the outskirts of the 
capital city meant to evoke the life of mid-sized farm-
ers, the majority of Virginians in the mid-18th century. 
The students explored tobacco fields, curing houses, 
and slave quarters, all interpreted by period guides who 
brought to light the trials of eighteenth century living 
conditions for whites and blacks alike in the Virginia 
fields. 

Learning Around
the Commonwealth

Moving from country to city brought juniors the oppor-
tunity to apply recent class discussions about the Amer-
ican Revolution in their original context. In the Capitol 
building, a few lucky juniors got to play judge and jury 
over a criminal trial—and get a taste of what eighteenth 
century justice would have been like at the stocks and 
the jail! They also toured the rooms where the colony’s 
revolutionary leaders, including George Mason, Patrick 
Henry, and Thomas Jefferson, debated the heated ques-
tions surrounding independence. The students had per-
haps the most fun learning about the culture of colonial 
America. They particularly loved playing stick ball, an 
game close to baseball enjoyed by colonial children. 

Juniors Experience History at Colonial Williamsburg

Mrs. Waddle takes on the 11th grade 
students in a game of 18th century stick ball.



A c a d e m i c s

Learning Around
the Commonwealth

Art and Photography Students 
Explore the 
Virginia Museum of Fine Arts

Many realized how easy their modern lives are now 
when they experienced the chore of pulling water buck-
ets up from a well—not something they’d like to repeat 
anytime soon! 

The trip overall was an excellent experiential learning 
opportunity for the students. Getting to put their minds 
and hands to work outside the history classroom was 
a welcome change of pace for the students, and they 
returned to campus with a greater appreciation of the 
trials and triumphs of Virginia’s history. 

-History Department Chair Kelly Winck

In November, students from both the fine arts 
and photography classes visited The Virginia 
Museum of Fine Arts in Richmond, Virginia. The 
museum, which opened in 1936, is one of the 
country’s finest art museums and has spectacu-
lar collections. In particular, its collections of Art 
Nouveau and Art Deco, African Art, and Fabergé 
Imperial Easter Eggs are of special note.

Mr. Pallante’s photography students had recently 
been studying Formalism, which emphasizes ele-
ments such as line, shape, texture, space and col-
or. His students were to focus particular attention 
on the museum’s architecture and its collection 
of abstract art. They were also tasked with taking 
photographs with Formalism in mind.

Ms. Kennedy’s art students were encouraged to 
visit the museum’s Art Nouveau and Art Deco 
galleries, as they had studied the design style in 
class this year. The art students were also lucky 
enough to visit a special exhibit of renowned 
glass artist Dale Chihuly’s work. Chihuly is a 
cutting-edge glass sculptor of great fame and ad-
miration; a chance to see his extraordinary, large 
installations was a rare treat (see at left).

Students expressed awe and admiration at the 
day’s events and came back to campus inspired 
to new heights. MSA is fortunate to have such a 
splendid museum within its reach.

-Kim Kelley-Wagner

12
Weijia ‘Leona’ Du and Claire Wayand explore the Chihuly exhibit Will Karns and Tatiana Eubanks

Ursala Nelson, Aryeh Enoch, Tatiana Eubanks, Enzhe ‘Andrew’ Li, Jia 
Wang, and Zutong ‘Jerry’ Wang on a bench in Colonial Williamsburg



Student Voices
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Electric Materials and Handling
The ninth grade at Miller School of Albemarle had a chance 
to visit the Dominion Power Center at the nuclear power 
plant in North Anna. We visited different stations and got 
to learn how the center operates, and we also learned more 
information about electricity in general. Our station taught 
us all about the materials used in conducting electricity as 
well as how these materials are handled around the branch.
There were many interesting aspects to this presentation, 
including an exploding transformer. We also liked how 
the presenters were open to any questions that we had for 
them. It made it a lot more fun and informative. In this 
presentation, we learned that electricity travels from the 
transformer to the transmission system to the substation. 
From the substation it is then distributed to over 450,000 
homes that the North Anna Power Station provides power 
to.  North Anna is currently working to try to use aluminum 
to replace copper due to the cost.  Overall, it was a really 
fun field trip, and we learned many things that we couldn’t 
learn in school.

Environmental Science
The tour of the Dominion power plant showed us many job 
options for the future. One of the job areas that sounded 
very interesting was the field of environmental science. En-
vironmental science is an interdisciplinary academic field 
that integrates physical and biological science. It helps in-
crease the visibility of environmental issues, and ecologists 
work to solve environmental problems. We appreciated the 
demonstration of some of the tools an environmental sci-
entist uses, especially the chlorine measuring device. We 
found many aspects of this field interesting. 
There are a lot of attractive things about environmental sci-
ence. It involves many aspects of modern life, such as pop-
ulation increase and environmental protection. The pre-

On Thursday, September 20, 2012, Miller School of Albemarle 
ninth grade and pre-engineering students visited the Dominion 
North Anna Power Station in Louisa County, Virginia, at the invi-
tation of Dominion Power and the Rotary Club of Charlottesville.  
In its second year, the special program  was organized by Rotar-
ians Kenneth Karr, grandparent of MSA student Eleanor Karr 
‘17, and Bradley Bodager, MSA Vice President.  
The program brought MSA students together with over a dozen 
subject matter experts, and the students greatly enjoyed and ap-
preciated this wonderful hands-on experience. They paid atten-
tion to the presentations, took notes, and asked good questions. 
Many of them expressed their interest in engineering careers.
The students were divided into groups to visit several career sta-
tions at the information center.  After the trip, each group of ninth 
grade students wrote a report on one of the stations.  Read on to 
hear about the experience in their own words. 

North Anna
Nuclear Power Plant

senter also showed us some pictures of fish that were caught 
at Lake Anna. They check on the fish to see if they are 
healthy as well as the water. The presenter also showed us 
some instruments like one to check the chlorine in the lake.
The Dominion Power Plant trip was fun and a good learn-
ing experience for us to know more about engineering. We 
hope to continue to learn more about Dominion and other 
things about engineering.
Information technology
The IT station was especially attractive. They had many 
props out to show us. It was wonderful learning how all of 
the technology works. The dissected computer and the tab-
let were very eye-catching, and they made the station pop! 
The station was full of important information, fun props, 
and most of all the warm smiles. We would highly recom-
mend this to people interested in technology. 

Human Resources
When we went to the North Anna power plant we learned

Ziwei ‘Crystal’ Zang and Sanders Evans

Helen Hylton and Rachael Breving
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a lot, but the number one thing we learned about was the 
broad sense of how to effectively run a business. This in-
volves decisions about personnel, as well as how to provide 
a good service to people. Although some might overlook 
Human Resources, in reality they are the ones who keep 
the place running. They have to make sure they get the very 
best people to work there. When we were at the HR sta-
tion, we realized that to run a company you need people to 
organize and filter other people’s talent so the job at hand 
can get done. 

Security
The presenter, Jeff, helped our group understand how secu-
rity worked by being understandable and organized in his 
presentation. He gave us the general background of how to 
become a security team member. The responders are typical 
security on site, and they are very similar to SWAT. They 
cover the checkpoints, and the basic gears they use are as-
sault rifles, ballistic vests, belt with a pistol, and gas masks. 
The posts they stand at are BRE and OCA checkpoints. A 
one-week shift and a five-week shooting time are required 
to pass training, as well as a physical and tactical course. 
They regularly train shooting accuracy. It takes good heart 
and no hesitation to be a security guard. They have to know 
how to use everything and memorize all the codes and all 
the vehicles to let by at the checkpoints. Security forces 
have to be smart about what they do; they cannot be trigger 
happy with any gun. They’re not allowed to arrest, but they 
can keep intruders in captivity.

Nuclear engineering
During our trip to the Dominion nuclear power plant, locat-
ed near Charlottesville, we learned about the exciting field 
that is called nuclear engineering. Nuclear engineering is 
the study of technology that deals with the utilization of 
the nuclear fission process, and is concerned with the de-
sign and construction of nuclear reactors. Clearly the entire 
plant is based around this type of engineering. The scien-
tists have found a way to take nuclear power, in the form of 
uranium, and create electricity in a clean and safe manner. 
They take the rods of uranium and use them to heat water 
and create steam which spins a turbine thus generating elec-
tricity. The nuclear power plant creates enough electricity 
to power 450,000 homes in the surrounding area. Therefore 
we should look into a future of nuclear power for the better-
ment of the environment and our wallets.

Radiology and Chemistry
Radiology has the job of checking radiation readings and 
helping protect the public from radiation. To do this job, 
radiologists use a variety of tools that both protect them 
from radiation, and help detect radiation. They use small 
detectors that help detect radiation. Sometimes when it is 
too risky to enter an area because of high contamination, 
radiologists will attach these detectors to long poles and 
measure the radiation from a safe distance. Other times, ra-
diologists will simply wear radiation suits to protect them-
selves from the radiation.
The job of people in the chemistry department is very dif-
ferent. Their job is to watch over the chemical reactions 
so that they don’t go wrong. They check for problems as-
sociated with these dangerous chemicals such as corroding 
pipes and other damages.

Operations of a power plant
The presentation that caught our group’s attention the most 
was a rather interesting display on the operations of a pow-
er plant. There was a model nuclear reactor, and we were 
allowed to handle a fuel pellet. We learned that one uranium 
pellet was the equivalent of a ton of coal. One of the many 
fascinating things we talked about was how there were 246 
fuel rods groups and then there are 170 groups of fuel rods 
in a reactor. Then we were left to think how hot that could 
get. This is an amazing technology, and we had an incred-
ible opportunity to experience it in this tour.
All in all, we thought the Lake Anna Power Plant was won-
derful. The seminar was very thought provoking and well 
organized, and we learned a lot.  We all will remember this 
trip for a long time.

-Members of the MSA Class of 2016

Editor’s Note: On Saturday, March 23, pre-engineering advisor 
Esther Tian led a group of MSA students to the UVA School of 
Engineering and Applied Science to tour state-of-the-art facili-
ties and attend presentations.  The day included exhibits in each 
department and walking tours of the Biomedical Engineering 
building and the Engineering School complex.

Top: Yinchen ‘Jason’ Liu, Maddie Nichols, Thea Louis, and Rivers Spence
Above: Johnny Wood, Gavin Cutchin, and Spencer Virtue  



Miller School of Albemarle students know that learning isn’t confined to the months of 
August through May.  Many spend their summers pursuing academic and extracurricular 
experiences that build their knowledge and enrich their lives.  Some even explore fields that 
they may study further in college and beyond.  Here, three MSA students discuss three very 
different programs that helped to broaden their horizons last summer. 

What Did You Do Last Summer?
Special Feature
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A Summer in Savannah
by Marta Regn, Class of 2015
Crossing the Talmadge Memorial Bridge into Sa-
vannah, Georgia, is like entering a new world. This 
world of Spanish moss and tasteful town squares 
is a refreshing break from the monotonous views 
of I-95. Thirty minutes inland, Savannah’s salty air 
envelopes the River Street tourists being wooed by 
street performers singing traditional gospel songs. 
From the ghost stories to the street art, Savannah is 
brimming with culture, all while displaying the hos-
pitality one would expect from a historic Southern 
town. I spent a week in the city last summer attend-
ing a summer seminar at the Savannah College of 
Art and Design. 

Every morning, drowsy but excited art students 
emerged from the dorms located in the heart of 
downtown to be bussed to morning classes. The 
first day, I arrived around 8:45 to my figure drawing 
class and anxiously awaited the arrival of my pro-
fessor. Though she flawlessly fit the stereotype of an 
art professor, I was not expecting the lively woman 
that appeared from hallway and within minutes had 
us pulling out easels. I quickly found the class chal-
lenging as our instructor paced around, reiterating 
to us the importance of fluidity, form, and fun while 
drawing. We were taught the fundamentals of draw-
ing the figure within forty-five minutes and in two 
days, we began the final project of finishing a full 
figure drawing. It was one of the most difficult proj-

ects I have ever done. Despite 
the challenge, this course in-
spired my interest in figures and 
portraits. 

My second class was something 
I was much more confident in; 
Acrylic Media. My professor 
was a wonderfully talented grad 
student who was popular around 
Savannah for her hyperrealis-
tic paintings of mouths. In the 
course of a week, I gained the 
majority of the knowledge I have 
of acrylic painting. Every day, I 
spent two hours leisurely work-
ing in an air conditioned studio, 
safe from the hot and humid Sa-
vannah afternoons. I excelled in 
the class as it reinforced my pas-
sion for painting. 

Between classes, I would go out with my roommate and a 
group of other friends to explore the city. From shopping in 
quaint boutiques to eating Cajun Mexican fusion sandwich-
es, we became immersed in all that Savannah had to offer us. 
I have kept in touch with my roommate and applied the skills 
I learned from my courses in my current art class. My time 
at the Savannah College of Art and Design was enlightening 
and I cannot wait to go back this summer. 

“Unfinished Business” - Marta’s 
figure drawing course final project

Marta with her resident assistant and roommate



Diving In
by Katie Garver, Class of 2013
Splash! I hit the water in full scuba gear ready to ex-
perience the world under the sea. As I descended to 
seventy feet, the vibrant coral colors surrounded me. I 
looked around and saw all kinds of fish darting left and 
right as I swam through the array of fire coral, brain 
coral, and branching vase coral. As I looked toward the 
coral wall, I saw a grey angel fish, a vibrant parrot fish, 
and also a tiny school of squid that gently swam past 
me. When I got out of the water I thought to myself, 
“What a great dive.” I saw some of the most beautiful 
fish I have seen in my entire life. 

Last summer, I took scuba diving lessons during a 
three week camp called Sea Trek in the British Virgin

Student Voices

Islands. Scuba diving offered me a whole new swimming ex-
perience. To be able to swim with the queen angel, the great 
barracuda, and the sergeant major fish was breathtaking.

Wrecks are some of the most amazing sites that I have dived. 
We dove down to this old freight ship and surrounding it were 
an array of ocean creatures like the nine-foot southern sting 
ray I saw at the bottom of the ocean. A grey sting ray was cov-
ered in sand, and a friend of mine was floating right above it. 
One of my friends pointed to the camouflaged sting ray, and 
my other friend kind of freaked out as she swam away and 
left the sting ray in peace. 

If you’re ever looking for a great experience, learn how to 
dive. It’s a great way to challenge yourself and explore a 
world under the sea where you are sure to see some amazing 
things. 

Research on the Bay
by Tho Anh ‘Bill’ Nguyen, Class of 2013, from his 
presentation to the Rotary Club of Charlottesville

This summer, I participated in the Rotary International 
Chesapeake Bay Conference as a representative of the 
Charlottesville Rotary Club.
This is an educational program for young people with 
a focus on environmental science and marine biology. 
Its location near the Chesapeake Bay provided a perfect 
setting for the twenty-eight of us to complete research

in marine biology that included working in the habitats of 
many species, including crabs, clams and oysters.
The experience was very diverse in that we also learned tech-
niques for recording our findings and how to enter and leave 
a habitat with the least disturbance to it. We learned how to 
use canoes, sailboats, and many other items of equipment. 
Also, part of the experience was to travel to Tangier Island 
by boat and explore this unique, historic, and isolated island 
community located in the middle of the Chesapeake Bay. The 
scavenger hunt allowed us to explore and learn all about this 
beautiful island.
Perhaps my most fun memory will be the day that we spent in 
the crab habitats, up to our necks in thick black mud, wading 
and swimming throughout the marshes.
I want to thank the Charlottesville Rotary Club for their spon-
sorship. My mother in Hanoi, Vietnam, was very grateful for 
my involvement with Rotary because she has organized a stu-
dent program there, in conjuction with Rotary International, 
in Bac Kim province in Vietnam called “Chang tay vi suck 
hoe cong dong”—Contributing our hands for the health of the 
community. We are both grateful for how Rotary programs 
help students around the world to be more thoughtful and car-
ing of our fellow man.
Editor’s Note: Bill also studied neuroscience and pre-medical studies 
at Davidson College and Brown University during the summer.
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2012 was a landmark year for ultimate frisbee. Two 
events stick out as the most significant: the creation 
of two professional ultimate frisbee leagues—the 
American Ultimate Disk League (AUDL) and Major 
League Ultimate (MLU)—and the inaugural season for 
Miller Mavericks Ultimate. Boasting a roster of thirty-
nine players and a handful of coaches, the Mavericks 
had a successful run in the winter season.

Ultimate frisbee is a rapidly growing sport played on 
a soccer-sized field between two teams with seven 
players on each side. The goal of the game is to move 
the frisbee down the field without touching the ground, 
and complete a pass into an end zone. Often described as 
a mix between football and soccer, ultimate is a simple 
game that is accessible to players of different physical 
builds and levels of athletic experience. There are local 
leagues available for all ages, and more competitive 
play at the college, club, and now professional levels.

Being a large, new team, the squad was broken up 
into two teams. The A-Team consisted of students 
who desired to travel and play in tournaments, and the 
B-Team was for less experienced players and those who

A t h l e t i c s
did not wish to travel. The division allowed for 
manageable game size and personalized instruction 
during practice. The A-Team was able to learn some of 
the more advanced gameplay and positions-centered 
ultimate, while the B-Team spent time scrimmaging and 
enjoying the raucous fun of friendly gameplay.

The Miller A-Team competed in two tournaments this 
winter. Our foray into competitive play took place at 
the Tidewater Tuneup in Carrollton Virginia, roughly 
three hours away as the bus rolls. The Mavericks had a 
laudable first showing, sweeping their opponents in an 
afternoon of soggy gameplay. Our second tournament 
was a one-day hat tournament in Charlottesville, where 
our courageous team members faced off against three 
different squads of all adult veteran players. They 
managed to play some fantastic, fundamentally solid 
frisbee, despite the bitter forty degree weather.

At the end of the season, three players were recognized 
for their contributions with awards: Max Collins was 
named Most Improved, Kyle DeWitt was awarded 
MVP, and Rachael Breving earned the Coaches’ Award. 

The season was successful and a load of fun due to the 
great attitudes and enthusiastic spirit of the players. We 
hope for many exciting seasons in the years to come!

-Coach Thomas Fickley

Ultimate!
New Sport is a Huge Success

Left: Chris Wenger and Jackson Barret
Above: Max Collins and Chris Breving

Top: Alex Zielinski  and Coach Thomas Fickley
Above: Steele Henley



Fall Highlights

JV & Varsity Volleyball
The 2012 volleyball season saw the girls varsity team win more games than ever before. The team ended the season with a 
record of 4-10 and placed for the conference tournament for the second year in a row. One of the highlights was playing at home 
against Charlottesville High School. The girls won a very close match in the fifth set for Miller’s first win against a local public 
school. The senior game also ended with a win and was a great way to say goodbye to a wonderful group of seniors: Tanya Mc-
Carthy, Taylor Sandidge, Katie Garver, and Lauren Sprouse. Besides significant statistical contributions, the seniors brought 
a positive attitude to practice on a daily basis, and their hard work and leadership will be missed next year.
At the end of the year three players were recognized by the coaches. Tanya McCarthy and Taylor Sandidge were recognized 
as co-MVPs. Claire Wayand was awarded the coaches’ award for her steady play and positive attitude. Hopefully the returning 
players are looking forward to next season and continuing the improvement in quality of play and wins we have seen the past 
two years. The one constant the past two years has been the great attitude and the sportsmanship displayed by the team. On those 
fronts this team certainly showed that they understand how to compete and represent Miller in a positive manner.

                       -Coach Ralf Melis
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JV volleyball had a season filled 
with hard work, determination, 
growth, and excellent attitudes.  We 
had outstanding effort on the parts 
of Ena Cabre Correa and Tatia-
na Eubanks, who helped lead the 
team and received the Most Valu-
able Player and Coaches’ awards 
respectively. Teammates  Catherine 
Liu (recipient of the Most Improved 
Player award), Darrah Martin, and 
Helen Hylton made great gains in 
their knowledge and skill on the 
court. All of the young women on 
the JV volleyball team showed great 
promise, and made their coaches 
proud. We are excited to see what 
next season holds!
 -Coaches Julia Kudravetz & Alexa Winsor



The JV soccer team was young this year, with almost 
half of the team composed of eighth graders. Led by 
sophomore sweeper Robert McGuire and freshman 
goalkeeper Trevor Scarborough, the Junior Varsity 
boys did not let their youth limit their efforts. The 
team racked  up several key wins throughout the 
season, with younger players gaining valuable expe-
rience along the way for the years to come. While 
several players will move up to varsity next year, the 
JV team should boast many talented returners this 
coming fall.  Season awards went to Chris Breving 
(MVP), Jackson Prichard (Coaches’ Award), and 
James Quirk (Most Improved).
    

 -Assistant Coach Thomas Fickley

JV & Varsity Boys Soccer

A t h l e t i c s
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Varsity Soccer

The soccer season for the MSA boys varsity squad began well with a 
hard-fought 2-2 tie against New Covenant in its only preseason scrim-
mage. The home opener continued the momentum as the team scored a 
late goal to win a nail-gnawing 4-3 match against Hargrave. As some key 
injuries plagued the squad, the team began a losing streak that lasted until 
it managed a 2-2 tie against Holy Cross at home late in the season. Yet a 
season is not only measured by the numbers tallied beneath “wins” and 
“losses.” A number of key young players improved dramatically over the 
course of the season, and the team learned how to pull together in tough 
moments. Harry Charwat was the team’s most valuable player, Will 
Karns the most improved, and Kyle DeWitt earned the coaches’ award.  
                                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                -Assistant Coach Adam Winck  

Will Karns

JV Soccer



Continuing its tradition of excellence, MSA’s cross-country 
team won the VIC Championship for the second consecutive 
year.  Led by All-Conference runners Elias Hubbard, Rawls 
Fortenberry, and Jake King, MSA dominated the VIC and 
performed well in the state meet.  Spencer Virtue and Aryeh 
Enoch ran personal records at the VIC Championship; seniors 
Kyle Ottaway and Chris Keeling fought through injuries to 
run to help secure the win.

Senior Elias Hubbard finished his high school cross-country 
career with an impressive season.  He started with a fourth-
place finish at the prestigious Ragged Mountain Cup and went 
on to win the VIC Championship.  He was recognized as Burg-
er King Athlete of the Week and finished 13th in the Daily 
Progress Cross-Country Poll, which includes both private and 
public school runners.  Elias graduates this year as MSA’s 
most decorated cross-country runner. 

-Coach Andy Guptill

Cross Country
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Rawls Fortenberry, Elias Hubbard, Jake King, and 
Chris Keeling line up to race Elias Hubbard

Aryeh Enoch



Expanding to riding activities in all three sport seasons, the MSA 
equestrian team had a very successful series of trail rides on the 
MSA acreage.  Additionally, during WWOWW week, Coach Eliza-
beth Brann assisted by Cassy Chan (sister of Alex Chan ’16), of-
fered a riding clinic that included equine management, equitation, 
and cross-country trail riding on Miller’s grounds.  During the fall 
season, Weijia ‘Leona’ Du, Alyssa Fickley, Eleanor Karr, Xueyu 
‘Shirley’ Li, Ke ‘Kate’ Zhao, Bowei ‘Daphne’ Zheng, Xinyu 
‘Iris’ Wang, and Jia Wang made tremendous progress in their hunt 
seat equitation and riding skills, and everyone enjoyed observing 
the outstanding riders at Farmington Hunt Club fixture at MSA in 
February.

A t h l e t i c s

Equestrian
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Right: Eleanor Karr
Below: Jia Wang, Mrs. 
Brann, and Iris Wang
Left: The team enjoys 
a trail ride in the MSA 
Upper Meadow



The second annual Robotics Competition was held 
on Thursday afternoon, October 26. The Robotics 
Program has grown to the point that MSA can support 
two teams, which allows more students to participate 
in the designing, building, and programming of robots.  
It also allows us to host a competition between the 
two teams as the final event of the fall season.  The 
competition gives the program a chance to show the 
student body and community the robots in action.   
The Red Team of Alex Chan and Max Collins, the 
primary designers and builders of the red robot, took on 
the more experienced Blue Team of Luyuan ‘Jason’ 
Liu, Xing ‘Vicki’ Ao, and new member Feier Chen.  
The competition was broken into three ten-minute task-
oriented sessions.  The Blue team won the first session, 
the Red Team, by a slim margin, the second, and 

Robotics
the Red team won the contest by handily outscoring 
the Blue team in the final session.
The other student members of the program, Yuanhang 
‘David’ Wu, Shaoming ‘Ryan’ Liu, Yinchen ‘Jason’ 
Liu, John Capaccio, and Di ‘Ethan’ Wu worked with 
Mr. Gottlob to build the arena and construct the task 
framework for the competition.  The tasks, rules, and 
guidelines for the competition are provided by FIRST 
(For Inspiration and Recognition of Science and 
Technology) Tech.  Using the FIRST Tech Challenge 
guidelines allows us to measure our robots against a 
national standard.  Visit www.vimeo.com/53085738 to 
enjoy the video of the competition, which was prepared 
by Kim Kelly-Wagner.

Winter Highlights

Below: Mr. Gottlob and Ryan Liu work on the stage for the competition
Right: Alex Chan and Max Collins fix  their robot during the competition
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In the world of endurance sports in general, and cycling in particular, winter is a time for revisiting basics and build-
ing fitness for the competitive season ahead. For the past several months the MSA Endurance Team has been doing 
just that. Covering the skills component of training, the ever-popular game of Gladiator, which has riders bump and 
corner each other with the victor being the last rider in bounds to not to place a foot on the ground, has seen athletes 
make great improvements in their bike-handling abilities. 
The largest hurdle is daylight savings time and the accompanying early sunsets, but team members have been able to 
log miles on the ever-expanding network of campus trails and surrounding roads for at least an hour and a half every 
day. As is the case through the winter months as well, inclement weather occasionally descends upon The Hill and 
forces a change in the practice schedule. Fortunately, a fleet of indoor trainers allows the cyclists to accomplish their 
prescribed workout indoors, and it is not uncommon for team members to lace up their sneakers or work boots for a 
run or trail-building session when it is just too cold and wet for a bike ride. 
Of course it isn’t all games and training during the winter season, and some members of the Endurance Team com-
peted in several early season road events. Hayden Blom and Spencer Virtue came out of the gates swinging with 
impressive results at the Snowcone series in Richmond, VA; and just several weeks ago Jake King and Chris Keel-
ing had tremendous success in the Pro/1/2/3 field at the Wolfpack Classic in North Carolina with both finishing in the 
front breakaway group. Number one ranked 15-16 year old female road racer Ashlyn Woods also had a great race in 
North Carolina, finishing second in the Women Open category and starting her season off on a high note.
Racing will commence for the entire team shortly after returning from Spring Break with the five-race Virginia High 
School Mountain Bike Series.
                                                                      -Coach Andy Guptill

Endurance 
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The team lines up in front of an MSA bus and their customized trailer

Wrestling
MSA wrestling had two students start the season: Tho Anh ‘Bill’ Nguyen and James 
Semerling.  While a small team, we had a great season making full use of a newly re-
modeled wrestling room.  James was the experienced wrestler and helped teach Bill some 
of the basics of wrestling.  Bill was a quick learner but unfortunately he had a shoulder 
injury and decided not to compete.  With help from Ross Scarborough, Tom Bell, and 
Coach Sam Hale, James prepped for a challenging schedule against some top-ranked 
wrestlers.  The ‘Team of One’ progressed nicely throughout the season, culminating with 
a win over Blue Ridge at the regional tournament.  I want to thank James for the hard 
work he put in for wrestling and congratulate him on a great season!
                              -Coach Al Hanson         



Girls Varsity Basketball
This year’s edition of the Lady Mavs completed the season with a 25-9 record. The Ladies won the Blue Ridge Confer-
ence Championship for the fourth time in five years and made it to the state semifinals for the tenth straight season. The 
team featured balanced scoring as six players averaged more than five points per game. Defensive standout Taylor 
Sandidge, a senior, led the team in steals, and the Lady Mavs only allowed one team to score more than sixty points 
against them. Congratulations Taylor Sandidge, Whitney Martin, and Lilly Riggleman for making First Team All 
Blue Ridge Conference and congratulations to Rachel Odumu, Adrienne Darden, and Anyah Bryan for making 
Second Team All Blue Ridge Conference! Great season ladies!

                       -Coach James Braxton
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Above: Whitney Martin waits for a rebound
Right: The team celebrates after a win
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The 2012-2013 Miller School JV boys 
basketball team was one for the history 
books as they won the school’s first ever 
Virginia Independence Conference Cham-
pionship. Coach Damin Altizer led the 
twenty-member team to a 13-3 record with 
wins over Benedictine, Covenant, Blue 
Ridge, and Liberty Christian Academy for 
the championship. End-of-season awards 
crowned freshmen shooter Sarju Patel as 
most valuable player, junior captain Orion 
Bloom for the coaches’ award, and Sopho-
more Yunyu ‘Forrest’ Zhang as the teams 
most improved player.

 -Coach Scott Willard

JV & Varsity Boys Basketball

Varsity Basketball

The 2012-2013 Miller School boys varsity basketball season was record-
setting: the team played in a school record thirty-six games, competed in 
eight exhibition contests against post graduate players, and traveled to ex-
posure events in South Carolina, North Carolina, and Washington DC. Dur-
ing the season, senior Travis Hester scored his 1,000th career point and ac-
cepted a scholarship to play at Hofstra University while fellow senior Aram 
Martin accepted a scholarship offer to play in the Ivy League at Brown 
University. Seniors Grayson Gunner and Tony Washington earned All-
Conference honors and will make their college decisions this spring. Junior 
Isaac Copeland was named Co-Conference Player of the Year and recently 
gave a verbal commitment to play at Georgetown. In addition to these play-
ers, the team received consistent contributions from senior guard Grant 
Harris, junior guard Cameron Smith, and sophomore guard Franklin 
Porter. The team earned a 15-13 record, a runner-up finish in the Virginia 
Independent Conference, and fifth place in the Division I State Conference 
Tournament. On behalf of the team and the staff, I’d like to thank Maver-
icks Nation, family, and friends for their continued support of our program.                                                                                                                                         
                                                                             -Coach Scott Willard  

Travis Hester



Fall Play: Harvey
For our fall production, the MSA Performing Arts pro-
gram presented Mary Chase’s Harvey.  The play tells 
the story of Elwood Dowd, his best friend the six-foot 
tall invisible rabbit Harvey, and how Elwood’s family 
responds to this somewhat unusual friendship. Harvey 
touches on the very important themes of what it means 
to be truly human and what makes life worth living. 

Though the play would present quite a challenge even 
for professional actors, we preserved Mary Chase’s 
original play with minimal changes to the script.  We 
kept true to the genders of the original cast; as a result, 
several of our young actresses were cast as men. We 
asked young girls, barely in their teens, to play middle-
aged men.  It was a credit to their skill as actresses that 
they could do so convincingly.

Our cast was composed primarily of eighth and ninth 
grade students, many of whom had never before ap-
peared on the stage but more than willingly rose to the 
challenge we presented to them.  Particular praise goes 
to Piper Hawley-Hayes, the eighth grade actress who 
gave a stand-out performance in the role of Elwood; 
Rita Rehmann in the role of Dr. Chumley; Jake Sor-
rels as Wilson, the cynical orderly; and Hyug ‘Ed-
ward’ Her as Lofgren, the cab-driver who helps the 
other characters realize that it’s important to “watch 
the birds when there ain’t no birds and look at the sun-
sets when it’s raining.”   

-Drama Coaches Mary Jo Burke and Chris Celella

Drama

Winter Musical: West Side Story (photos opposite)
The Performing Arts Program presented West Side 
Story for this year’s winter musical.  This classic story 
of true love fighting against all odds was performed by 
a talented cast and crew of MSA actors and musicians.   
The MSA production of the modern Romeo and Juliet 
story starred senior Meghan Noga and junior Bren-
dan Cottrell as the star-crossed lovers Maria and 
Tony. Seniors Damian Cutchin and Harry Charwat 
provided solid support as Bernardo and Riff, the lead-
ers of the Sharks and Jets.  Other leading characters 
were portrayed by MSA drama veterans Alexey Zie-
linski, Sara Vogelgesang, and Katie Garver, along 
with a cast of talented newcomers which included 
Zoe Evans as Anita and Andre Coscia as Chino.  The 
remainder of the cast was filled with talented under-
classman, many of whom are making their debut on 
the MSA stage.  
The show also featured a live orchestra composed of 
MSA students.  Featured performers included Louise 
Guan, Rawls Fortenberry, Andrew Li, Ben Smith, 
Orion Bloom, Kenneth Lin and Helen Hylton.  
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Right: Piper Hawley-Hayes
as Harvey
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Top: Katie Garver and Zoe Evans disagree on the virtues of “America”
Above: Harry Charwat tells the Jets to stay “Cool”
Top Right: Maria (Meghan Noga) mourns for Tony (Brendan Cottrell)
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Alumni Gymnasium: 
The Renovation is Complete!

Computer-drawn rendering of the new bleachers to be installed in Alumni Gym

The gymnasium at Miller School of Albemarle has 
been a crossroads for our community for over sixty-
five years.  From its initial building footprint in the 
1940s to its first expansion in the 1950s under the 
leadership of Bob Roberts, Class of 1937, this has 
been the destination for countless fans of MSA bas-
ketball and all of the sport activities that have fol-
lowed.  From the day in 1954 when Virginia Governor 
John S. Battle visited campus and contributed the first 
dollar for the first cinder block, the facility has seen 
the development of a comprehensive sports program 
which is a key aspect of the educational program for 
the 183 girls and boys who are MSA students today.
It was this rich history and tradition that provided us 
the foundation to consider a plan to improve this fa-
cility and make it an always-improving centerpiece 
for our students.  In 2010, we embarked on a jour-
ney to consider the needs we hoped to address in this 
existing space and how we would begin to build re-
sources to refashion the interior while continuing our 
ongoing educational activities.  It was a professional 
highlight to develop the proposal that was presented 
to the Perry Foundation Board and accepted for fund-
ing at that time.

The Perry Foundation’s endorsement of the project 
included a challenge grant that was key to the ulti-
mate success of our fundraising.  We were also able 
to complete phase one of the project in the form of 
installation of a new playing floor and seating in the 
gymnasium in 2011.  A subsequent challenge match 
from the Mary Morton Parsons Foundation allowed us 
to continue to present the project to other donors with 
an incentive to double the impact of their contributions 
and join us in making the project a reality.  We secured 
commitments from two additional foundations (the 
Marietta McNeill Morgan & Samuel Tate Morgan, Jr., 
Foundation and the Titmus Foundation) and over 300 
additional donors.  On November 30, 2012, we were 
pleased to announce the completion of our fundrais-
ing  and the coincident completion of the second phase 
of the renovation.  Ultimately, over $921,000.00 was 
contributed by the many supporters of MSA.

Our sincere thanks goes to MSA trustee Preston Stall-
ings, Class of 1953, for his service as project manager 
and to CMS, Inc., for their professionalism in execut-
ing the comprehensive project.  Thanks to everyone on 
our team of students, parents, faculty, staff and alumni!  

-Brad Bodager, Vice President
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Our success is a direct result of the confidence and support of the 
many supporters of MSA throughout the community and among 
its students, families and alumni.  MSA is on a great trajectory and 
we were thrilled to “Celebrate Our Community” at a reception in 
the gymnasium on Sunday, March 24.

Thank you to everyone 
on our team of students, 
parents, faculty, staff 
and alumni! 

Above: Dance practice in the dance and wrestling space
Right: The exterior of Alumni Gym is enhanced by landscaping donated by
trustee Mark Krebs and Melville Krebs, parents of Chris Krebs ‘05.



Miller School of Albemarle
and the

Virginia Festival of the Book
MSA is proud to support the Virginia Foundation for 
the Humanities and its Festival of the Book year-round 
through our service group.  In March, MSA also sponsors 
select programs at the festival and encourages students to 
attend presentations and participate in festival contests.

This year, MSA sponsored the poetry reading by U.S. 
Poet Laureate Natasha Trethewey on March 23.  
Additionally, three MSA seniors were selected to read 
their poetry aloud at the Virginia Festival of the Book on 
March 19.  We hope you enjoy these selections by MSA 
seniors Grayson Gunner, Chris Keeling, and Anastassia 
Simakina. 

The Soap Bubbles
by Anastassia Simakina

It’s sad to say that our relationship got this way—
Looking at you now causes me great pain.
I can taste the salty, grueling tears already

And yet I’m still far away from you.

How much I want you is agonizing—
So much that my body tears me up.
Your looks are very irresistible—

So much that I’m not the only one that wants you.

Your outer skin gives you an innocent essence,
Only I know that deeper down, you’re poison.

Your blood is like acid that radiates into my eyes
And makes me cry a bittersweet joy.

I’m not the only person that fell for your suave character;
Many fools overlook your rotting appearance. 

I’m not the only woman that is unapproachable after being next to you;
It’s like a curse that is passed on from you to us.

I know of many mothers that shed tears over you as well;
Most of them knew of your past, some of them didn’t.

Sadly for me, I know of your future
And I still can’t get enough.

Now we meet again—
At the fresh vegetable aisle, 

Where I’m trying to debate whether or not, dear onion,
You’re worth having with Spanish rice tonight. 
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Velcro-straps and Shoelaces
by Chris Keeling

There once was a boy named Andy,
Whose shoes were quite the eye candy.
Those Velcro straps and blinky lights
Made Andy quite the wondrous sight.

With a rip and a pull
Andy was sure to be the envy of every boy in school.

And when the lights were out
Andy was always sure to stomp about.

But like all good things in life,
Andy out grew those shoes, and Oh how his sadness ran rife.

“You’re too old for Velcro anyways” said Dad,
Which just made Andy rather mad.

So the next day bright and early,
Andy and his dad, whose hair was mighty curly,

Set off for the perfect pair of kicks,
Ones that would fit as well as Cinderella’s glass slips.

Well the ones they found
Were of course a dreadful brown,
And despite the wonderful sale
They made Andy want to wail.

Now poor old Andy didn’t even know how to tie his laces,
A thing he dreaded more than his braces.

So he enlisted the help of his old man
And thus his lesson began.

Well, he tried to Criss and he tried to cross
But every attempt was a miserable loss.
He did the ear, and of course the loop,

But never quite got the scoop.

He tried and he tried,
And he cried and he cried,

But whatever he did that beautiful bow
Was as rare as Sahara’s snow.

Well it took some time,
But the end result was sublime

When young Andy crossed ear over ear
And it finally became clear.

How Andy did jump,
And fist bump,

At his new found skill,
For which he knew his friends would kill.

He packed his bags,
And his lunch did snag,
And flew out the door,

Practically hovering over the floor.

Into school Andy did stride,
Looking dandy and full of pride.
And how his friends did stare,

Because poor Andy, had forgotten to brush his hair.
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Dust
by Grayson Gunner

I don’t mind being dust as long as it’s you who breathes me in.

I don’t mind falling slowly until resting on forgotten love letters, 
sleeping on the words you spilt from your aching heart,

only to be blown from this paper bed into the air by the same 
breath that used to tell me secrets, every Sunday at dawn.

We would lie without worries and, like the pollen of those spring 
days; I will float forever by your window as long as I am present 
in your memory. I will smile down upon you as long as you look 

to the horizon for me at dusk. I will live on as long as you 
hear my voice echo in the wind. I’ll stay by your side as long as you 

see my face in the dust, sparkling in the sun.

And when your sweet lips crack and crumble in the wind like 
mine have, when dust swallows you whole, we will mingle 

together again. Even if we have no hands with which to hold 
each other, no nerves with which to feel, no eyes with which to 

see, when the wind blows at precisely the right direction, we will 
touch like never before.

And, if we’re lucky, at the moment we collide, the wind will 
murmur away and the two of us will fall back to those pages, left 
to lie together for eternity, never to be disturbed again. It will be 
just the two of us then, whispering about the days when we were 

more than dust.   

The Soap Bubbles
by Anastassia Simakina

It’s sad to say that our relationship got this way—
Looking at you now causes me great pain.
I can taste the salty, grueling tears already

And yet I’m still far away from you.

How much I want you is agonizing—
So much that my body tears me up.
Your looks are very irresistible—

So much that I’m not the only one that wants you.

Your outer skin gives you an innocent essence,
Only I know that deeper down, you’re poison.

Your blood is like acid that radiates into my eyes
And makes me cry a bittersweet joy.

I’m not the only person that fell for your suave character;
Many fools overlook your rotting appearance. 

I’m not the only woman that is unapproachable after being next to you;
It’s like a curse that is passed on from you to us.

I know of many mothers that shed tears over you as well;
Most of them knew of your past, some of them didn’t.

Sadly for me, I know of your future
And I still can’t get enough.

Now we meet again—
At the fresh vegetable aisle, 

Where I’m trying to debate whether or not, dear onion,
You’re worth having with Spanish rice tonight. 

Miller School of Albemarle and its students and faculty were in the audience to receive the thanks expressed 
by the VFH Executive Director, Kevin McFadden, in connection with MSA’s sponsorship of the poetry 
reading by U.S. Poet Laureate and Pulitzer Prize winner Natasha Trethewey.  Additionally, he expressed his 
appreciation for the year-long service of the MSA students in the VFH Service group under the direction 
of English Department chair Steve Knepper, pointing out their tremendous contributions to the success of 
the Festival of the Book again this year.  Reading excerpts from her new book Thrall: Poems, Trethewey’s 
powerful and nuanced poems about human tragedy intermixing her history with historical conduct from 
the 15th century to today, left the huge audience assembled in the Jefferson School auditorium completely 
enthralled.  -Bradley Bodager

Well, he tried to Criss and he tried to cross
But every attempt was a miserable loss.
He did the ear, and of course the loop,

But never quite got the scoop.

He tried and he tried,
And he cried and he cried,

But whatever he did that beautiful bow
Was as rare as Sahara’s snow.

Well it took some time,
But the end result was sublime

When young Andy crossed ear over ear
And it finally became clear.

How Andy did jump,
And fist bump,

At his new found skill,
For which he knew his friends would kill.

He packed his bags,
And his lunch did snag,
And flew out the door,

Practically hovering over the floor.

Into school Andy did stride,
Looking dandy and full of pride.
And how his friends did stare,

Because poor Andy, had forgotten to brush his hair.

Grayson Gunner is also a talented 
photographer. His exhibition As We Are 
was the first Photo Independent Study solo 
exhibition to open in MSA’s Gallery 1878.  
As We Are explores a variety of figures and 
forms that have influenced and shaped the 
photographer over the past years.  From 
large scale works to intimate portraits, As 
We Are is a captivating study of relationships 
and parallels. 

Gallery 1878 is located on the ground level 
of Old Main, tucked back in the north nook 
directly across from the Math Building.  A 
solo exhibition is required of all students in 
Photo Independent Study.  There will be two 
other solo exhibitions this semester.



Every January, MSA students return to the hill from their 
holiday vacation to enter into an exciting series of short 
courses and activities during WWOWW.    This year, the 
Winter Week of Wisdom and Wonder started on January 
3 and concluded the following week.  Highlights of the week 
included classes in psychology, philosophy, and the rhetoric 
of trial law; learning to dance Cuban style salsa; and many 
activities in outdoor settings such as equestrian trail riding 
on the Miller School upper meadows and a special project 
to make repairs to the Glass House.

The Glass House is a little-known structure on MSA property 
that was designed and constructed to create a radiant based 
supported habitat in the dense wooded area above the main 
campus.  Under the guidance of Brad Lovelace, Director of 
Operations, students Jackson Barrett, Grayson Gunner, 
Ross Scarborough, and James Semerling made a great 
team to tackle improvements it the infrastructure in order to 
extend its useful life for future MSA students.

The Architecture of MSA:
WWOWW: The Glass House

The Architecture of MSA:
Caton Hall
Today, Caton Hall and its iconic Bell Tower are home to 
the MSA Science Department, the Design-Build and Wood-
working shop, the Music Department, and the Photography 
Department.  Built in 1880 by Thomas Woodroffe, A.P. 
Cutting, and M.P. Higgins, it incorporates details of arches, 
finials, and the use of granite and fire colored bricks.  Built 
over the period of two years and opening in July of 1882, 
the structure cost $30,000 and was stocked with another 
$30,000 in equipment.   A centrally incorporated feature 
was the drive shaft on the main floor that powered the belt-
driven shop machines in the days before Thomas Edison 
electrified the campus.

During the early days of World War II, students and faculty 
kept vigil in the clock tower twenty-four hours a day as part 
of a citizen corps, watching for the approach of enemy air-
craft.  Today, the bell that once sat atop Old Main resides 
in the clock tower. Victorious Miller School of Albemarle 
athletic teams earn the honor of climbing the tower to ring it 
after defeating rival teams on the Hill, most recently follow-
ing the boys basketball home court victory over Blue Ridge 
School on Friday, January 18.

-Bradley Bodager
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Left: James Semerling, Ross Scarborough, and Grayson Gunner work 
on the roof of the Glass House (Photo: Leslie Lovelace)
Right: Caton Hall (Photo: Tom Pallante)



The Architecture of MSA:
WWOWW: The Glass House

The Architecture of MSA:
Caton Hall
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Make a commitment: It’s a wonderful feeling when you have helped someone else.
-Bob Roberts, Class of 1937
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